
COVID-19 Response Plan Snapshot
A summary for Students, Parents, and Staff



Spartan
Strong
At the core of a Spartan is strength, courage,  
fortitude, resilience, purpose, and passion. These 
are just the characteristics we need today to not 
only endure, but triumph during this time of  
adversity and uncertainty. As Spartans, we must 
keep our eye on our goals and pursue them 
responsibly, with every gift God has bestowed 
upon us.  

Our insightful founders blessed us with the motto: 
Unitas Caritas—Unity and Love. It is by living this 
motto that we can fruitfully embrace the phrase, 
Spartans Together Apart. We must allow the 
Christian love we have for one another and for  
ourselves, to be our inspiration to make wise  
decisions regarding mask wearing, social  
distancing, and the like, for the sake of one  
another’s health and safety. This love and  
consideration further builds the bonds of unity. 

We call upon Mary, our blessed patroness, to 
watch over us during these days. May we seek  
her prayers, model her character, and prevail  
Spartan Strong.



prepared and  
Better than ever

Immaculata High School is prepared for the 2020–21 school year.  
Many hands have been at work to ensure a safe reopening for our students 
and staff. We have studied the research  available from industry experts 
including the NJDOE, CDC, WHO, and the Diocese of Metuchen in the areas of 
Health and Safety, Facilities, and Academics, in particular, and have embraced 
the recommendations. 

We are shaped by our experiences. Through professional development, 
training, and learning from life’s lessons, including those over the last  
several months, Immaculata is returning better than ever.

Click here for the detailed report of the COVID-19 Response Plan.

https://www.immaculatahighschool.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_95331/File/About%20Us/Reopening/Detailed%20Report/COVID-19%20Response%20Plan%20detailed.pdf


What to expect
at a glance
We are constantly reviewing state, federal and diocesan guidelines and mandates.  
Measures set forth by Immaculata High School will be adjusted as necessary. The following 
is a glance of what students, staff and parents can expect upon their return in September 
considering current recommendations.

• Grade level entry points in the morning

• Temperature checks every day at entry door

• Students and staff will be required to wear a mask

• Everyone will have the option of a face shield

• Social distancing to the extent possible at all times

• Reduced capacity where possible

• Reduced time in hallways and at lockers

• New protocols for hallway passing and restroom use

• Increased sanitation and disinfecting schedules

• Specialty signage throughout building with health 
and safety messages

• Isolation area for individuals showing symptoms of 
COVID-19

• Contactless lunch pick up and payment

• Increase in prepackaged food options

• Use of gym and outdoor space for lunch

• Adjustments to learning and instruction in certain courses 

• Locker rooms and weight room use suspended until  
further notice

• Outdoor space available for large groups with social  
distancing

• Outdoor space available for teacher to take classes 
outdoors for instruction

• Plexiglass protectors in certain areas

• Increase in live streamed functions for virtual students  
and parent engagement

• Receiving student items left home is suspended until  
further notice

• No visitors to the school until further notice



In preparing for the reopening of school, we created a COVID-19 Task Force to assess different areas of the school and 
school life. Subcommittees were formed to prioritize health and safety concerns, facility and technology matters, and 
academic affairs, in particular. However, the COVID-19 Task Force reviewed a broad range of school considerations.

• Learning Models

• Health, Safety, Facilities

• Student Life

• Community Engagement

• Catholic Identity

areaS of focuS

The following are the areas of focus:



learning
ModelS
Immaculata High School will be on campus for full 
in-person instruction starting September 2, 2020. 
We are prepared to change learning models given 
the circumstances of our community and/or State 
at any given time. Should we need to change from 
one model to another, we anticipate doing so with 
seamless continuity of instruction and learning.

“New Normal” model Hybrid model Fully Virtual model

If Capacity Must Be Reduced If Campus Must Be Closed

In-Person
Full Time

With COVID-19 Protocols

September 2, 2020

Approved

100% Virtual Option

50% In-Person: 2 days per week
50% Virtual: 2 days per week
100% Virtual: Wednesdays

100% Virtual Learning
Entire Community

Preparing For Flexibility

Approved

100% Virtual Option



Large group gatherings will 
take place outside while 
still adhering to social 
distancing guidelines.

All staff and students are 
required to wear a cloth 
face covering at all times.

health, Safety,  
facilitieS

Lunch service will be 
contactless, including 
payment. Social distancing 
will be maintained. Multiple 
rooms will be used for 
lunch periods.

At this time, IHS cannot 
accept visitors on campus. 

It is required that students, 
using their own sanitizer 
wipes, will wipe their desk 
thoroughly before sitting 
and before leaving the 
classroom.

IHS has increased its 
cleaning and sanitizing 
measures. Significant 
touch-point areas will be 
disinfected throughout  
the day.

Sports safety measures 
must be followed during 
conditioning, practice, 
and games. Coaches will 
advise on each sport’s 
protocols.

All students and staff will 
sign a form confirming 
their commitment to one 
another’s health and safety 
by following the guidelines 
set forth.

We are expected to wash 
our hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 
seconds, and with hand 
sanitizer in between  
soap washing.

Staff and students must 
have their temperature 
taken daily upon arriving  
at school.

Everyone must maintain 
proper social distancing  
by allowing 6 feet 
between you and those 
around you.

The health and safety of our students and staff are our highest priority. 
As we thoughtfully tend to the development of the whole child, we are 
implementing recommended, yet personalized, routines, procedures and 
protocols. In order to experience the highest level of effectiveness, these 
measures must be adhered to by all.

School counselors will be 
available to help students 
through social emotional 
concerns. All staff will be 
on the lookout for signs of 
those in need of help.



Student
life
Our students have endured significant changes since 
the State of New Jersey closed all schools in March. 
Immaculata is committed, to the extent possible, to 
return students to the structure and activities they  
enjoy. There will be limitations to what we can do, 
but efforts will be made to bring structure, routine, 
sports, activities, and in-person socializing back into 
their lives. We will do so safely and responsibly.

Academics 
Immaculata High School is creating academic plans to facilitate meaningful instruction that can be delivered face-to-face or remotely. 
No matter the form of delivery, instruction and learning will foster depth of thought, creativity, collaboration, comprehension, effective 
communication, analytical thinking, and most importantly, a love of learning. Some adjustments have been made to certain subjects 
given the circumstances. Most co-curricular and extracurricular activities will continue with modifications as necessary.

Technology 
Immaculata uses technology to provide high quality education, distribute comprehensive communications, and manage data. The 
students, through Immaculata’s one-to-one Chromebook program, utilize many apps and educational websites to enhance their 
learning. IHS is working to streamline the apps and websites selected by teachers for instructional purposes, so that such resources 
can be used with greater consistency and efficiency. 

Athletics 
Immaculata High School belongs to the NJSIAA which sets the parameters regarding high school sports. IHS will abide by all 
parameters set forth. Some of our programs are in NJSIAA’s phase one and phase two stages leading us to game season.

Campus Ministry
Campus Ministry will remain strong and vibrant no matter the learning model. Every effort will be made to offer service opportunities 
and retreats in virtual and in-person environments.



coMMunity engageMent
Strong relationships between schools, families, and community members positively affect student achievement and 
outcomes. Immaculata earns respect and confidence from parents, and works collaboratively with them to reach higher 
goals. Our program is further strengthened by our community partners who proudly support Immaculata students in 
many ways. Our community relations also extend to our alumni community, benefactors, and prospective families.

Parent Relations 
Immaculata will foster ongoing communication with parents. Communications will include messages, letters, and 
videos. Social media will be used more often to allow insight into student activities. Parents will be able to participate in 
many events via live stream.

Community Partners 
We plan to continue, with COVID-19 modifications, activities that involve our community partners. These relationships 
are important to us because they strengthen our educational program, provide learning opportunities for students to 
grow academically, personally, and spiritually, and provide an opportunity for our community partners to work with  
local youth.

Advancement Initiatives 
Immaculata will be creative in the ways in which we approach admissions activities, development and fundraising, 
alumni relationship building, and special events. Some events will take place with safety parameters. Others will be 
planned with a virtual format.



catholic 
in all We do

An Immaculata High School education is not a transactional experience. 
Rather, it is  a transformational journey of growth. It is an environment 
where adults who care deeply about our students’ human dignity, tend to 
the development of the whole child. The needs of the whole child are exactly 
why we are working so hard to open school for full time, in-person learning in 
September. However, we are committed to providing a fully Catholic education 
in every learning model. From the classroom to sports and clubs, from parent 
meetings to community outreach, our Catholic faith is at the core of what  
we do. Whether in-person or online, our students will learn the joy  
of a Christ-centered life.

UNITAS CARITAS


